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Stratification in human society is "the existence of a rank order"^ in¬
volving the distribution of privilege and prestige. It is a kind of struc¬
turing which regulates the relations between individuals. The basic char¬
acteristic of stratification is differentiation or the arrangement of in¬
dividuals and groups into social categories of classes. Stratification,
aside from being a system for differentiation, is also a system for the
evaluation of individuals and groups. Ranking in a society is done in terms
2
of a "commonly accepted basis of valuation" ; it is "an agreement on the
part of the various elements in the stratification scheme that the differ-
3
ences are right, proper, legitimate,"
It is important to remember that stratification involves not only "dif¬
ferences of position,"^ but also the "vertical arrangement of persons"^ into
6
"a system of higher and lower, greater and lesser, superior and inferior"
as well. As a consequence, the distribution of privilege and prestige on
such a vertical scale must be unequal. Those persons occupying the top
strata receive the most privilege and the highest prestige, while those
1
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individuals at the bottom of the scale are accorded little privilege and
low prestige.
Privileges may be regarded as the objective rewards associated with rank
i.e., income, wealth, and authority,^ Prestige, then, is the subjective
2 3
aspect of ranking, involving esteem and self-respect.
Fundamentally, stratification in human society ms^ be viewed as the in¬
terrelationship between these two factors:
power—A behavioral system in which some persons directly or in¬
directly manipulate the lives of other persons, or obtain greater
rewards from the culture by virtue of differential possession of
economic goods or institutional authorityj and
status—by which we mean a psychological system of attitudes, in
which superiority and inferiority are reciprocally ascribed.^
Stratification is necessary in human society for the performance of ser¬
vices essential to the society.^ The social inequality inherent in any sys¬
tem of stratification is "a device by which societies insure that the most
important positions are conscientiously filled by the most qualified persons."
The functional importance of a position in combination with the scarcity of
personnel operate to determine the positional rank of essential services*^
The most important and highly valued positions are rewarded with the most















Although stratification is based upon the obviously divisive element of
differentiation, it functions as an integrative force in society because
differentiation is effected with reference to ”a common set of values,”^
i.e., the differences are institutionalized. The stability of the strati¬
fication system in any particular society is in direct proportion to the
3
degree of acceptance of the values which justify the system of ranking.
This integrative force of stratification results in a phenomenon which has
been variously defined by sociologists and/or economists as level conscious¬
ness^ or class consciousness,^ a sort of "consciousness of kind,"^ The
concept is not adequately defined in the literature, but it is generally
agreed that when persons share a common perspective—ideologically, politi¬
cally, and economically-and resist all who do not share their outlook they
demonstrate a "consciousness of kind," or level consciousness.
Thus, it is suggested that stratification serves at least two functions
in society: (l) to insure the execution of necessary social services by
qualified persons, and (2) the maintenance of the social order by the insti¬
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remains, then, to determine the universality of stratification if such is
the case. It is generally accepted that, although stratification may not
be observable in all societies, the degree of perceptibility of a system of
stratification is associated with the size of the group under consideration.
Even in the smallest society "chieftainship, individual prowess, and clan
or family property introduces an incipient stratification."^ The degree or
kind of differentiation may not be the same in every society, but "every
society, no matter how simple or complex, must differentiate persons in terms
of both prestige and esteem and must therefore possess a certain amount of
2
institutionalized inequality."
Why was stratification selected as the point of depaurture for this
study? The writer agrees with Hill and Ackiss, that in order to reach valid
propositions about aiv society, it is necessary to focus upon a basic social
process as a window through which to view the society. They postulate that;
In other words, social stratification is a result of social
interaction, a concommitant of community living, a sine qua non
factor in the entire socializing process. Hence, it becomes im¬
perative, it would seems, to take advauntage of the accessibility
of such a significant social phenomenon in the formation of social
judgements.^
In much the same fashion that every other community evolves a system of
institutionauLized differences, the Negro community devises methods for order¬
ing, arranging and ranking its members, ¥1^, then, is a study of stratifi¬
cation in a Negro community a fruitful approach to sociologicaQ. analyses?
Investigations into the systems of sociail ranking provide valuable insight
1
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into the dynamics of social interaction. They also provide clues as to the
complexities of the system of differentiation of the society. Moreover,
one can ascertain how the mechanisms of social differentiation operate with¬
in the framework of the overall societal pattern, and how they exert tremen¬
dous impact upon the sub-group by constructing barriers which limit and pre¬
scribe social participation.
The Problem.—This study proposes to identify, describe and analyze the
social structure of the Negro community of a southern city—Atlanta, Georgia.
The purpose of the study is to get accurate and graphic representations of
the social characteristics of the Negro community, and the kinds and de¬
grees of social stratification existing among Negroes living in this bi-
racial community.
The following questions, both containing implicit hypotheses that are
sociologically relevant, have guided this investigation:
1, What are the social characteristics of the Negro community?
2, a. Are there distinguishable and clear-cut strata in the
hierarchy of Negroes living in a southern city?
b. What socio-economic indexes are associated with status
level? Which indexes have the highest predictive value?
Methodology,—The materials for this study were gathered during a s\rr-
vey,^ conducted by the Department of Sociology at Atlanta University, The
survey was under the auspices of federal, state and local public health de¬
partments, While the primary aim of the survey was to discover relationships
between social factors and the findings of a health screening program
i —— -
The Atlanta Post-Screentest Survey, 19^0, See files of the Department
of Sociology at Atlanta University,
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conducted in Atlanta during the spring of 1950, the survey also provided
an excellent opportunity to take a social inventory of the social character¬
istics of the Negro comimmity of the city.
The screening program consisted of a battery of health examinations
and tests given free to al 1 persons who volunteered to take them. The tests
were administered in clinics spotted throughout the residential areas, and
were given d\iring the months of April, May and June, Over 200,000 persons
volunteered for the screentests.
The health departments wanted to know what kinds of persons volunteered
to take the tests as contrasted with those who refused or failed to take
them. They wanted to discover differentials in social characteristics be¬
tween the volunteers and the non-volunteers, and then to relate these social
characteristics of the two groups to the case findings problems of public
health programs.
For the purposes of the survey the U, S, Census Bureau selected a sample
of households from the Negro population.
The sample was a stratified-random-area sample of clusters
of households, with a sample to total population ratio of one
to thirty,,,. The completed sample consisted of 3,596 persons
of whom 1,0U3 were under sixteen years of age,"^
This sample was drawn to represent a cross-section of the Negro popula¬
tion, It was an area-sample in which all segments of every area of Atlanta
were included. The households that comprised the sample were scattered all
over the city of Atlanta, In some instances large areas~even entire blocks-
fell into the sample, and in other instances the sample segment was small—
1 —— ^
"The Relation of Socio-Economic Factors to the Prevalence of Syphilis
Among Negroes in a Southern Metropolis," Prepared by the Department of
Sociology, Atlanta University, 19^0 (in the files of the Department), pp, 2-3
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scmetimes individual houses. Regardless of the location of the sample seg¬
ment and regardless of its extent, all Negroes living within these segments
were included.
The interviews were conducted by a group of graduate students under the
supervision of the Department of Sociology, The instrument utilized for
the interview was a schedule^ designed to obtain demographic and socio¬
economic data about persons comprising the sample. Twenty-seven items were
contained in the schedule. The schedule consisted of but one page and could
be filled out in a relatively short period of time with a cooperative respon¬
dent.
The summary presentations of the data included in this study were de¬
rived by standard statistical procedures: counting; simple classification
and cross-classification; utilization of the chi-square test; and calc^ila-
tion of the coefficient of contingency. The chi-square test is a technique
for testing agreement between observed and theoretical or expected results.
The basic chi-square formula represents the
observed frequency and Pg represents the theoretical frequency,^ A probabi¬
lity value corresponding to each chi-square, available in ar^ chi-square
table, indicates the significance of the difference measured by the chi-
3square.
The coefficient of contingency (c) is used to determine relationship
1
See appendix for schedule and description of project,
2
A, L, Edwards, Statistical Analysis (New York, I9I4.6),
3
A probability value at the five per cent level or below indicates that
the chi-square is significant or that a difference this large has less than
five chances in one hundred of being due to a random sampling error.
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when the variables under study have been put into two or more classes or
number ofcategories. The basic formula
cases. The coefficient of contingency is based on chi-square, as indicated
in the formula. When C is corrected it may be interpreted as the coeffi-
The status structure of the sample population was determined by appli¬
cation of the Index of Status Characteristics, The Index of Status Charac¬
teristics is a method designed by W, Lloyd Warner for "predicting class
placement,"^ The I, S, C, scores of the sample population were translated
into social class equivalents.
Related Studies.—Several significant studies are related to the present
study. Perhaps the most signally suggestive volume concerned with social
stratification among Negroes is the recent Black Bourgeoisie, "a sociologi¬
cal analysis of the behavior, the attitudes, and values of the 'black boxir-
geoisie,' a group which began to play an important role among American
Negroes during the past two decades," This book is not concerned with stra¬
tification per se. It is a "case study of a middle-class group,casting
light on the question of stratification among Negroes only indirectly. The
author asserts that an almost pathological preoccupation with the "struggle
for status" preempts practically every other consideration in the mental
perspective of the black bourgeoisie,^ This obsession with the race for
1 ^ —
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for Measurement of Social Structure (Chicago, 19U9).
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prestige is one of the reasons why the black bourgeoisie "has failed to
play the role of a responsible elite in the Negro coiranunity."^ This work
provides valuable insight into the dynamics of social Interaction by a de¬
lineation of the emergence of a middle class through the adjustments ef¬
fected by a racial minority to the demands of modern industrial society,
Hortense Powermaker was able to discern three classes among the Negroes
living in "Cottontown,” the Mississippi town which provided the locale for
her After Freedom; A Cultural Study in the Deep South, The investigator
found that the greatest majority of the Negroes were members of the middle
class. This was found to be true of the white pop\ilation also, but the
author warned that "the Negro classes are by no means to be equated with
2
the White classes in the same relative positions,"
In Caste and Class in a Southern Town, a study of the same Mississippi
town which served as laboratory for Powdermaker, Dollard, while he too was
able to distinguish three social strata within the Negro group, contends
that approximately eighty per cent of the Negroes fell into the lower class.
The remaining twenty per cent were middle-class and there were few, if any,
3
upper-class Negroes, These findings do not coincide with those of Powder-
maker who estimated the size of the upper class as about five per cent of
the Negro population, and the size of the lower class as not much more than
this,^ This means that Powdermaker visualized the iniddle class as encom¬




Hortense Powdermaker, After Freedom: A Cultural Study in the Deep South
(New York, 1939), p. 60,
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John Dollard, Caste and Class in a Southern Town (New York, 19U9), p, 97,
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Dollard found the Negro lower class to be ”at the bottom of the economic
and social system ••• ^ormin^ ••• a broad base on which society in this
area rests,while Powdermaker asserts that the standard of living of the
lower-class Negroes was definitely not below the standard of living of the
2
poor whites living in and around the town. Although the caste system
places the Negro at the very bottom of the social ladder, Powdermaker dis¬
covered that lower class Negroes in “Cottontown" placed above poor whites
on the economic scale.
It is obvious that Dollard and Powdermaker utilized different criteria
in grouping the population of this small Southern town, Dollard's grouping
is more in accord with the situation discussed by Frazier in his ”The Negro
in the United States, Frazier found that social differentiation among
Negroes in small Southern towns evidenced a large lower-class group composed
of the bulk of the Negro population, and a small upper class which evolved
out of the enormous lower class,^ Davis et al, in their study state that
the middle class does not appear until the economic strata becomes differen¬
tiated enough to "permit a sufficient spread of occupations to allow the
development of an occupational hierarchy,"^ The appearance of new occupa¬
tions, especially the "white collar" positions, to fill the huge gap between
the agricultural or menial occupations and the highly-valued professions,
seems necessary to the development of a true middle class. The evidence
1 —
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Allison Davis, Burleigh B, Gardner, and Mary R, Gardner, Deep South:
A Social Anthropological Study of Caste and Class (Chicago, 19U1), p, 2i;0,
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presented by Dollard appears to substantiate Davis et al« in this respect.
Dollard seems to have relied most heavily upon economic position, a
primary status criterion, in the delimitation of classes in •'Southerntovm,"
the pseudonym which he applied to the town called "Cottontown" by Powder-
maker, The use of family life, sex relations, and jail records as criteria
for class differentiation demonstrates the operation of secondary status
criteria in the placement of individuals in the Powderraaker scheme.^
On the other hand, "Kent," a typical cominunity of the North Carolina
Piedmont area, presents a picture quite unlike that found in the town studied
by Dollard and Powderraaker, Ifylan Lewis, the investigator in this instance,
contends that
if a class-organized society is one in which a well-defined system
of ranking that distinguishes cohesive, self-conscious segments
marked by differences in social honor and power, then Kent Negro
society of today is not organized on a class basis, A clear-cut
system of social ranking and basis of association or intimate access
was not discerned. This does not mean that there is not level con¬
sciousness; it does not mean there is not a status pattern marked
by different measures of prestige and privilege; Rather it
suggests that numerically significant groups, differentiated on a
basis of intimate association or access are not present, and that
the people themselves do not in behavior or verbalizations make
reference to or relate themselves to such prestige collectivities
,,,, Insofar as there are status differences and insofar as the
society is changing and becoming more differentiated, one may say
that class is incipient, rather than full blown,^
Black Metropolis, a study of Negro life in Chicago, reveals that the
upper class constitutes barely five per cent of the Negro popxilation and
that well over fifty per cent of the adult world are members of the working
3
class,The greatest portion of the working class belongs to the lower
social class. The middle social class also derives most of its membership
1
Powdermaker, op, cit,, p, 68,
2




dion. Black Metropolis (New York, 19U5),
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fr<an the working class. "About a third of Bronzeville is in a social posi¬
tion between the 'uppers* and the 'lowers'—an amorphous, sandwich like
middle class,This study reemphasizes the ingjortance of secondary status
criteria in the detennination of status levels among Negroes,
Allison Davis and the Gardners in Deep South conqjiled a list of the
traits which form the bases for clique and class associations in colored
2
societies. The authors sought to apply Warner's six-class scheme to the
Negro segment of "Old City," but found that it did not apply fully. Even
the application of the simple three-class scheme to which they resorted is
questioned by the investigators themselves,"^ "Old City" proved to be an
only slightly differentiated society within the Negro group. The effects
of the caste system are evident throughout the discussion of Negro class,
A study of an all-Negro community, Boley, Oklahoma, reveals the exis¬
tence of two distinct classes: upper and Icwer, with no middle class at all.
Amazingly enough, however, the lower class in this community manifested a
"middle-class consciousness" which is rarely, if ever, found among lower-
class groups. The intense concern for respectibility and "getting ahead"
and the almost one hundred per cent incidence of the legal family form, as
opposed to the common-law family form presented a tableau quite unlike those
shown by other Negro communities which have been studied. Another extraordi¬
nary feature of the Boley community is the fact that
although class alignments are rather definite and sharp in Boley,
and a class struggle in terms of these alignments goes on ad infi¬
nitum, there is a minimum of class frustration and personality
^Ibid,. p,
2
Warner and Lunt, op, cit,
3
Allison Davis et al., op, cit., chap, X,
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disorganization as a result, because the all-Negro social stmcture
affords psychological compensation for both large class groups.
It appears that one of the important ways of conceptualizing Negro life
and culture is by means of the system of stratification. The form which
social differentiation assumes within a society is a direct result of the
dynamics associated with life in comraunity. The system of ranking, whether
it is incipient or full-blown, is a sociological universal, readily accessi¬
ble, a valuable tool for social analysis.
1
Hill and Ackiss, op. cit., p, 96,
CHAPTER II
SOCIAL CHARACTERISTICS OF THE NEGRO COMMUNITY
The city of Atlanta originated in 1837 when it was selected as the ter¬
minus of a projected state railroad by a railroad STirveyor named Stephan
Harriman Long, The original site was located near what is now known as
Five Points, in the heart of the present banking district. Terminus was
the name first applied to the settlement which grew up in the area. The
name was later changed to Marthasville, The town was incorporated in 181;7,
when the name was changed to Atlanta,
At the onset of the Civil War, a scant fourteen years after the incor¬
poration of the city, the population had exceeded 10,000 people. The cen¬
tral location of Atlanta was recognized and utilized when it was designated
as a supply depot for the Confederate Army, That it was an important supply
point is best illustrated by the many battles fought for control of the city
during the war.
After a long and bitter siege Atlanta fell in l861i, to the Federal forces.
The city was burned to the ground upon the withdrawal of the Union Army,
The city was rebuilt and Atlanta was designated the new state capital in
1868, By 1870 the population had increased to approximately 22,000 people,
Atlanta is the hub city of the southeastern United States, the leading
commercial, financicil, shipping and distributing, and communication city
of the South, It is the crossroads of eight railroads and serviced by twelve
airlines. The population in 19i;0 was 302,22^ and had risen to 331,3l[; by
1950,^
S, Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, Statistical Ab-
stract of U, S,; 1957, ~
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Today, Atlanta is the home of over 1,700 manufactiiring firms producing
more than 3j300 different commodities for national auid international mar¬
kets, A grest raai^ national firms maintain branch offices in Atlanta, Al¬
though Metropolitan Atlanta ranks twenty-third^ in population in the nation,
she is eighth in air mail vol\irae, eighteenth in postal receipts, and foxir-
teenth in bank clearances, “It is the third largest telegraph center in
the world, the third largest telephone switching center in the world, and
2
ranks ninth in air arrivals and departures,"
Six public schools systems serve Greater Atlanta, In Fulton and DeKalb
Counties there are one himdred seventy-nine elementary schools, thirty-
seven high schools and two vocational high schools. There are over twenty
professional and technical schools located in the Atlanta area, Atlanta
is the world's leading center of Negro education, having seven colleges for
Negroes,
3
In I9I+O the population of Metropolitan Atlanta was 529,755, Native
born whites coit5)rised sixty-four per cent of this figure, one and four-
tenths per cent were foreign born white, and thirty-four and six-tenths per
cent were Negro,^ The proportion of Negroes in Atlanta at that time was
^ ■
Robert A, Thompson, Ifylan Lewis, and Davis McEntire, "Southern Appro¬
aches to Housing for Negroes; A Comparative Study of Atlanta and Birming¬
ham," Special Research Report to the Commission on Race and Housing,
Atlanta, February, 1957, p, 3, (Unpublished),
2
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Capital City (Athens, 195o), p» ^1, ^
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more than "four times the average proportion of Negroes" in urban areas
in the United States.
The population of Atlanta is characterized by a relative lack of child¬
ren, The productive age groups form the bulk of the Atlanta population.
2
The female, in almost every instance, is more preponderant than the male.
The Negro population manifests a concentration of persons in the "early
3
years of life," There are relatively few Negroes in the older age groups.-'
The age and sex distributions of the sample popiilation of 2,^53 Negroes,
sixteen years of age and over, are shown in Table 1, by number and per cent.
As indicated in the table the females outnumber the males (II4.63 females to
1090 males). The sex ratio of the sample is seventy-four males per one
hundred females.
The largest age group of the sample population is the thirty to thirty-
nine years old group comprised of six hundred nine persons or twenty-three
and nine-tenths per cent of the sample population. The second largest age
group of the sample population is the twenty to twenty-nine years old group,
with five hundred ninety-one persons or twenty-three and one-tenth of the
sample population. When the age distribution is broken down according to
sex, substantially the same sort of trend is recognizable: the productive
age groups, twenty to twenty-nine and thirty to thirty-nine years, together
comprise almost half of the sample population; the next most populous group
is the forty to forty-nine years group with better than eighteen per cent
of the total sample population and of each sex group; approximately eighty








ages of twenty and fifty-ninej the sixteen to nineteen years age group com¬
prises seven and six-tenths per cent of the total sair5)le population, six
and five-tenths per cent of the females in the sample, and nine per cent of
the sangjle malesj the sixty to sixty-nine years age group comprises less
than eight per cent in each instances; four and five-tenths per cent of the
women are age seventy and over, three and three-tenths per cent of the men
are in this age range, while four per cent of the total sample population
are seventy years of age and above.
TABLE 1
AGE AND SEX DISTRIBUTION OF SAMPLE POPULATION, l6 YEARS AND




Number Per Cent Number Per Cent Number Per Cent
16-19 98 9.0 95 6.5 193 7.6
20-29 251 23.0 3U0 23.2 591 23.1
30-39 251 23.0 358 21+.5 609 23.9
U0-l;9 197 18.1 276 18.9 U73 18.5
50-59 153 Hi.l 198 13.5 351 13.7
60-69 83 7.6 115 7.9 198 7.8
70 36 3.3 66 U.5 102 li.O
Unknown 21 1.9 15 1.0 36 l.ii
Totals 1090 100.0 11i63 100.0 2553 100.0
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The marital status of the sample population is shovm in Table 2. Fifty-
nine per cent or approximately three-fifths of the population are married;
twenty-five per cent are either divorced, separated or widowed; and sixteen
per cent have never married. Fewer females (thirteen per cent) than males
(twenty-one per cent) have never married. Widowed females are almost five
times more numerous than are males (nineteen to four per cent), and separa¬
tions are twice as high among females as among males (twelve to six per
cent). More than four times as mai^y females as males are divorced (one to
four and five-tenths per cent).
TABLE 2
MARITAL STATUS FOR MALES AND FEMALES OF THE SAMPLE POPULATION
(2553 NEGROES l6 YEARS OF AGE AND OVER) ATLANTA, GEORGIA
1950, BY NUMBER AND PER CENT























The 1950 U, S, Census classification was utilized to code the sample
population according to occupation. The distribution of the sample popiila-
tion on this scale is shown in Table 3» Professional workers con^rised less
than one per cent of the population, making this category the smallest in
size. Proprietors and managers comprised little better than one per cent
of the san5)le population. The largest class was that of the service workers,
numbering l,Ii73 or approximately sixty-two per cent of the sample population.
Unskilled laborers, the second largest class, comprised eighteen per cent
of the population. Semi-skilled workers are twice as numerous as skilled
workers (ten to five per cent). White collar workers are approximately half
as numerous as skilled workers (two and a half per cent to five per cent),
TABLE 3
OCCUPATIONAL RATING OF SAMPLE POPULATION (2553 NEGROES I6
YEARS OF AGE AND OVER) ATLANTA, GEORGIA, 1950 BY
NUMBER AND PER CENT
Occupation Rating Number Per Cent
1. Professional 18 .8
2, Proprietors and Managers 30 1.3
3. White Collar 60 2.5
u. Skilled 126 5.3
5. Semi-skilled 2U2 10.2
6, Service 11^73 61.8
7, Unskilled ii31 18.1
Unknown 173 X
Totals 2553 100,0
The monthly income of the sample population is generally very low. This
is readily observable in Table U. A mere two per cent of the population
20
receive a monthly income of two hundred fifty dollars or more; only seven
per cent receive an income of two hundred dollars or more per month. Over
fifty per cent of those persons reporting any income, receive incomes rang¬
ing between fifty and one hundred fifty dollars per month; six per cent of
the sample population reported monthly incomes of below fifty dollars; fif¬
teen per cent of the sample population receive monthly incomes of from one
hundred fifty to one hundred ninety-nine dollars.
TABLE k
MONTHLY INCOME OF THE SAMPLE POPULATION BY SEX (2^53 NEGROES
16 YEARS OF AGE AND OVER) ATLANTA, GEORGIA, 19^0
Monthly Income
Male Female Total
Nxunber Per Cent Number Per Cent Number Per Cent
None 179 I6.1i 751 51.3 930 36.U
11 - U9 26 2.U 118 8,1 11+1+ 5.6
150 - 99 55 5.1 369 25.2 1+21+ 16,6
$100 - 1U9 228 20.9 126 8.6 351+ 13.9
$150 - 199 356 32.7 33 2.2 389 15.3
Over $200 lli9 13.6 19 1.1+ 168 6.6
Unknown 97 8.9 1+7 3.2 11+1+ 5.6
Totals 1090 100.0 11+63 100.0 2553 100.0
The monthly incomes for males in the san^le are considerably higher than
those for females, A monthly income of two hundred dollars or more is re¬
ported by only one per cent of the females; approximately one-third receive
less than one hundred dollars; and only twelve per cent are earning one
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hundred dollars or more per month. In contrast, over thirteen per cent of
the male population report an income of two hundred dollars or more per
month, while less than eight per cent report monthly incomes under one hun¬
dred dollars per month. The bulk of the male monthly incomes (thirty-two
and seven-tenths per cent) fall in the one hundred fifty to one hundred
ninety-nine dollars rauige while the greatest number of female monthly in¬
comes (twenty-five and two-tenths per cent) fall in the fifty to ninety-
nine dollars range.
The various sources of income of the saiq)le population are shown in
Table 5, The greatest portion of the sample population (2,lU2 persons or
eighty-seven per cent) acquire their incomes in the form of wages. Incomes
from salaries run a very poor second, comprising approximately six per cent
of the total number of sample incomes. Profits and fees as a source of in¬
come tie with public relief and income from non-respectable sources for
third place with about three per cent each of the number of incomes. Pri¬
vate relief accounts for but three-tenths per cent of sample incomes. In¬
comes acquired as a result of inherited wealth comprise a mere two-tenths
per cent of sample incomes. There are no recorded incomes from earned wealth.
Table 6 shows the levels of schooling of the sample population in terms
of the years of school completed. While only five per cent of the sarnie
report no years of schooling, approximately twenty per cent of the saiqsle
population are illiterate, for all practical purposes. These persons have
completed three years or less of schooling. Almost three-fourths of the
population have completed four years or more of schoolingj approximately
thirty per cent report schooling above the eighth grade level; nine per cent
report high school education; and over four per cent have one year or more
22
TABLE $
SOURCE OF INCOME RATING OF SAMPLE POPULATION (2^53 NEGROES l6 YEARS
OF AGE AND OVER) ATLANTA, GEORGIA, 1950 BY NUMBER AND
PER CENT
Source of Income Rank Nmber Per Cent
1, Inherited wealth U .2
2, Earned wealth - -
3« Profits and fees 75 3.1
U, Salary iWi 5.9
5, Wages 21ii2 87.1;
6, Private relief 8 .3
7. Public relief and non¬
respectable sources 76 3.1
Unknown lOU -
Totals 2553 100,0
of college education while five per cent report ”in school now” as their
educational status. Of the one hundred seventeen persons with some college
training, forty or about thirty-five per cent have completed college. Of
this same number, eighteen persons or fifteen per cent have completed gradu¬
ate school. Those persons who have completed graduate school represent a
mere seven-tenths per cent of the total sample population, however.
Table 7 shows the dwelling area rating of the san^jle population. The
largest proportion of the san^jle population (about twenty-nine per cent
live in dwelling areas rated '*low''. More than sixty-six per cent of the
23
TABLE 6
YEARS OF SCHOOL COMPLETED OF SAMPLE POPULATION (25^3 NEGROES l6 YEARS
OF AGE AND OVER) ATLANTA, GEORGIA, 19^0 BY NUMBER AND
PER CENT
Years of School Ccanpleted Number Per Cent














One Year College 37 1.1;
Two Years College 26 1.0
Three Years College lU .5
Four Years College Uo 1.6
Graduate School 18 .7
Unknown 67 2.6
Totals 2553 100.0
sarqjle population reside in areas rated "below average," "low," or "very low,"
Twenty-eight per cent of the sample popiilation live in neighborhoods rated
"average," None of the saitqple live in areas rated "very high" and a mere
five-tenths per cent live in areas rated "high," Five per cent live in
2h
neighborhoods rated "above average,"
TABLE 7
DWELLING AREA RATING OF SAMPLE POPULATION (25^3 NEGROES l6 YEARS
OF AGE AND OVER) ATLANTA, GEORGIA, 19^0 BY NUMBER AND PER
CENT
Rank of Dwelling Area Number Per Cent
1, Very high - -
2, High 12 .5
3, Above average 129 5.1
U, Average 708 28,0
5, Below average 652 25.8
6, Low 728 28.8
7, Very low 299 11,8
Unknown 25 X
Totals 2553 100,0
The largest number of sample persons live in medium-sized houses in bad
condition or small houses in bad condition as indicated in Table 8. Over
one-fourth of the sangjle population live in houses in very bad condition or
structures not intended for homes. Only one and two-tenths per cent live
in large houses in good condition. Approximately twelve per cent of the
sanqple population live in large houses in bad condition.
Nearly sixty per cent of the sample population live in undesirable
housing: one-fourth of the sample population live in dilapidated houses
25
TABLE 8
HOUSE TYPE RATING OF SAMPLE POPULATION (2553 NEGROES l6 YEARS OF AGE
AND OVER) ATLANTA, GEORGIA, 1950 BY NUMBER AND PER CENT










*The house type ratings are:
(1) Large house in good condition,
(2) Large house in medium condition; medim-sized in
good condition.
(3) Large house in bad condition,
(U) Medium-sized house in medium condition; apartments
in regular apartment buildings*
(5) Small houses in good condition; small house in
medium condition; dwellings over stores.
(6) Medium-sized houses in bad condition; small houses
in bad condition.
(7) All houses in very bad condition; dwellings in structures
not intended originally for homes.
which are unfit for human habitation by the census definition of housing;
and, approximately one-third live in houses that are in need of major repairs
or poor condition. Thirty-two per cent live in houses that meet minimum
standards and are here rated "medium"; less than one-tenth live, in good and
26
substantial homes j and a mere four-tenths of one per cent occupy homes that
can be rated as excellent (see Table 9)«
TABLE 9
CONDITION OF DWELLING UNIT OF SAMPLE POPULATION (2953 NEGROES l6
YEARS OF AGE AND OVER) ATLANTA, GEORGIA, 1950 BY
NUMBER AND PER CENT
Condition of Dwelling Unit Number Per Cent
1, Excellent 11 .u
2, Good 20U 8.1
3, Medium 811 32.3
U* Poor Qhh 33.6
9. Bad Sk3 29.6
6, Non-Dwelling Unit 30 X
7, Unknown 10 X
Totals 2953 100.0
Information was gathered as to the presence or absence of certain material
characteristics in each dwelling unit, specifically: electricity, inside
running water, inside bath, flush toilet, television, and telephone. Thirteen
per cent of the respondents reside in dwelling units not serviced by electri-
cityj nineteen per cent live in homes without running water in the house¬
hold; thirty-five per cent have no inside toilet facilities; seven per cent
do not have flush toilet facilities; and eight per cent live in houses where
flush toilet facilities are shared with other families.
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Sample individuals were rated by the number of items that appeared in
the dwelling unit, A summary of this data is presented in Table 10. The
scale thus devised presupposes that the standard of living of any individual
is related in direct proportion to the number of scale items which appear
in his household. Almost ten per cent of the sample pop\ilation reside in
houses containing all six itemsj more than thirty-eight per cent live in
homes containing five items j better than twenty-one per cent live in houses
containing four itemsj and approximately twenty-nine per cent are in homes
with three or less of the items. A scant two per cent of the saiT5)le popula¬
tion live in dwelling vuiits containing none of the items,
TABLE 10
NUMBER OF ITEMS (ELECTRICITY, INSIDE RUNNING WATER, INSIDE BATH,
FLUSH TOILET, TELEVISION AND TELEPHDNE) IN DWELLING UNIT
OF SAMPLE POPULATION (25^3 NEGROES l6 YEARS OF AGE
AND OVER) ATLANTA, GEORGIA, 19^0, BY NUMBER
AND PER CENT
Number of Items (Rank) Number Per Cent











Table 11 shows the church membership of the sample population. Of the
2,553 members of the sample population, 1,695 or sixty-seven and seven-tenths
per cent reported that they did not belong to any church. Only thirty-two
and three-tenths per cent stated that they belonged to any church.
TABLE 11
CHURCH MEMBERSHIP OF SAMPLE POPULATION (2553 NEGROES),
ATLANTA, GEORGIA, 1950





A summary of the modal classes of the tables presented in this chapter
would produce this picture of the typical men±)er of the sample population,
and, by in5)lication, the typical or average Negro resident of Atlanta;











Age; Between 30 and 39 years of age




Income; Female - $50 - $99 per month
Male - $150 - $199 per month
Source of Income; Wage earner
Education; Uth to 8th grade
Dwelling Area; Low
House Type; Medium or small-sized
House Condition; Poor or bad condition
Church Membership; Non-member
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12. Material Characteristics of Home;









This chapter proposes to answer the following questions:
a* Are there distinguishable and clear-cut strata
in the status hierarciy of Negroes living in a
southern city?
b. What socio-economic indexes are associated with
status level? Which indexes have the highest
predictive value?
The Index of Status Characteristics was utilized to determine the class
structure of the sample population. Summary tables are used to show the
distribution of social characteristics by class groups* The chi-square test
and the coefficient of contingency were used to determine relationships be¬
tween class position and various social factors.
The status structure of the sample population forms a skewed curve when
presented graphically* The greatest proportion (1,277 or fifty-four per
cent) of the sample population are classified as members of the lower-lower
class* The upper-lower class comprises more than thirty-seven per cent of
the sarple population* The entire middle class is composed of but eight
per cent of the sample population* The lower-middle class numbers one hun¬
dred forty-four (six per cent), and the upper-middle class is represented
by forty-six persons (two per cent)* There were two hundred one persons
whose status positions were non-determinable (see Table 12),
Table 13 shows the sample population by social class and education
(years of school completed)* Almost two-thirds of the upper-middle class
have been to college or graduate schoolj one-third of the lower-middle class
have been to college or graduate school, only one-twentieth of the upper-




THE STATUS STRUCTURE OF A SAEPLE POPULATION (2553 NECaiOES l6
YEARS OF AGE AND OVER), ATLANTA, GEORGIA, 1950
Social Class Number Per Cent
1* Upper X X
2. Upper-middle U6 2.1
3» Lower-middle liili 6,1
ii* Upper-lower 885 37.5
5* Lower-lower 1277 5li.2
Unknown 201 X
Totals 2553 100,0
a hundred has attended college or done graduate work. Approximately two-
thirds of the lower-lower class have only an elementary education, oftiraes
less. Forty-six per cent of the upper-lower class have not gone beyond the
elementary level.
Of the 1,277 persons classified as lower-lower class, only one hundred
six or less than ten per cent live in areas rated as "average” or Sjbove,
and none live in areas rated "high" or "very high” as indicated in Table
111, Only four of the forty-six persons in the upper-middle class reside
in areas rated "below average" or lowerj approximately three-fourths of this
class live in areas rated "average," and eight live in "above average" or
"high" areas. More than half of the lower-middle class live in "average"
areas, approximately one-third of this class group live in areas rated as
"below average" or lower. Ninety persons (one-tenth) of the eight hundred
32
TABLE 13
SAMPLE POPULATION, 16 YEARS OF AGE AND OVER, BY SOCIAL











None 2 30 81 19 132
In school now 2 7 37 63 26 135
Finished: 1 9 51 8 68
2 3 2 35 93 11 liUi
3 1 5 U8 107 13 17U
k 1 6 57 127 12 203
$ 8 76 125 13 222
6 8 86 li:0 9 21:3
7 3 6 90 115 15 229
8 Z 6 62 103 9 182
9 10 71 7U 10 165
10 1 9 70 53 U 137
11 1 3 37 37 1 79
12 3 26 121 75 Ik 239
College: 1 1 7 22 7 37
2 6 6 10 3 1 26
3 1 li 8 1 11:
k 10 20 5 3 2 UO
Graduate 9 7 1 1 18
Unknown 2 2 10 18 3U 66
Total 1:6 1277 201 [2553
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eighty-five individuals coii5)rising the upper-lower class reside in areas
rated "above average" or "high". It is interesting to note that no member
of any class group lives in an area rated "very high,"
TABLE lU
SAMPLE POPULATION, l6 YEARS OF AGE AND OVER, BY











2. High 2 6 k 12
3. Above
average 6 18 86 10 9 129
u. Average 3h 71 UkS 96 59 708
Below
average 2 33 183 U08 26 652
6. Low 2 6 lii9 515 56 728
7. Very low 10 15 21^8 26 299
Unknown 25 25
Total kS lUi^ 885 1277 201 2553
None of the members of the upper-middle class of the sample population
receive income from wages, private relief, public relief or non-respectable
sources (see Table 1^), Approximately ten per cent of the upper-middle class
list inherited wealth as their source of incomej none list earned wealth as
a source of income and less than forty per cent acquire their incomes from
3U
profits and fees. More than one-half of the upper-middle class individuals
acquire their incomes in the form of salaries. Among the lower-middle class
persons in the sample population, approximately one-sixth list profits and
fees as their main source of incomej more than one-fourth acquire their in¬
come in the form of wages; about three-fifths are salaried.
TABLE 15
SAMPLE POPULATION, 16 YEARS OF AGE AND OVER, BY

















fees Ik 22 39 75
U. Salary 28 82 25 8 1 liJi
5. Wages ho 818 1259 25 21U2
6. Private




sources 9 67 76
Unknown lou loU
Total U6 nOi 885 1277 201 2553
More than ninety per cent of the members of the upper-lower class are
wage-earnersj thirty^snine have incomes from profits and fees and twenty-
five are ssuLaried, both categories comprising together less than ten per
cent of the group. Over ninety-eight per cent of the lower-lower class re¬
ceive wages. Only eight persons in this group are salaried.
Table l6 shows the sample population by social class and monthly in¬
come. About one-sixth of the forty-six upper-middle class persons earn over
two hundred fifty dollars a month while the same proportion have no monthly
income. About one-eighth of this class group earn from two hundred to two
hundred forty-nine dollars per month. One-fourth of the 1,277 lower-lower
claiss earn from fifty to ninety-nine dollars per month. One-sixth of this
group have no income. Less than twenty-five per cent of the upper-lower
class also have no income. The bulk (fifty-five per cent) of lower-lower
lass persons reporting incomes earn from fifty to one hundred ninety-nine
dollars per month. It is interesting to note that all class groups give
relatively high figures for the number of persons reporting no income,
TABLE 16
SAMPLE POPULATION, l6 YEARS OF AGE AND OVER, BY











Over $2^0 8 16 28 6 26
$200 - $2U9 6 12 5U 37 2 in
$150 - $199 2 17 I61i 205 k 392
$100 - $1U9 2 12 139 20U 6 363
$50 - $99 •2 11 121 .305 ^53
$1 - $U9 2 30 109 9 150
None 8 la 208 2U5 12k 626
Unknown 18 33 11^1 166 h2 Uoo
Total U6 lUi 885 1277 201 "2553
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All of the forty-six upper-middle class persons are employed in occupa¬
tions of white collar rank or above (see Table 17)• One-fourth of this class
group are in the professions; better than one-fourth are proprietors and
managers; and about one-half are in white collar positions. More than one-
fourth of the 1,277 lower-lower class persons are unskilled workers; better
TABLE 17
SAMPLE POPULATION, l6 YEARS OF AGE AND OVER, BY










1, Professional 11 6 1 18
2. Proprietors
and Managers 1 1 30
3, White collar 21 28 10 1 60
ii. Skilled 58 68 126
5. Semi-skilled 23 180 39 2h2
6, Service 15 578 869 11 1473
7. Unskilled U7 369 15 U31
Unknown 173 173
Total U6 lUi 885 1277 201 2553
than two-thirds of this group are service workers; the remaining thirty-nine
are semi-skilled; none are employed above this level. Almost two-thirds of
the upper-lower class members are service workers; one hundred eighty or well
under one-fourth, are semi-skilled workers, and roughly seven per sent are
37
in the skilled trades. Two-fifths of the lower-middle class are skilled
workers; one-fifth are in white collar positions; one-tenth are listed as
proprietors and managers; approximately one-twentieth are in the professions
less than a fifth are semi-skilled, and one-tenth are in service-oriented
occupations.
The distribution of the sample population by social class and house type
are shown in Table 18, All of the upper-middle class members reside in
houses rated "three” or above. The forty-six upper-middle class members are
TABLE 18
SAMPLE POPULATION, l6 YEARS OF AGE AND OVER, BY











1 15 8 7 1 31
2 17 51 73 6 lit7
3 lU U9 218 17 298
It 11 91 it 106
5 7 hi 2 56
6 18 U20 709 82 1229
7 29 566 53 6U8
Unknown 38 38




about evenly divided among the top three ratings, each level comprising about
one-third of the class group total. The most numerous house type among lower-
middle class members is house type "two” (approximately one-third) with type
"three" running a very close second. Almost one-half of the upper-lower
class members reside in house type "six" and less than a third live in house
type "three," All of the 1,277 lower-lower class persons live in house
rated "five" or belowj more than half dwell in houses rated "six" and well
over a third live in houses with the lowest rating, "seven,"
Table 19 shows that better than two-third of the 1,277 lower-lower class
persons live in houses in poor or bad conditionj less than a third dwell in
houses in medium conditionj only five live in houses in good condition. Less
than fifty per cent of the upper-lower class persons live in medium condi¬
tion housesj well over a third live in houses in poor condition; about an
TABLE 19
SAMPLE POPULATION, l6 TEARS OF AGE AND OVER, BY












1, Excellent 8 3 11
2, Good 30 117 5 7 201;
3, Medium 16 73 li07 279 36 811
U* Poor 15 329 U33 67 814;
5. Bad 29 560 5ii 61;3
6. Non-Dwelling
unit 3 27 30
7, Unknown 10 10
Total U6 iIOi 885 1277 201 2553
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eighth live in houses in good condition. Of the one hundred forty-four
lower-middle class members about one-half live in houses of medium condi¬
tion, almost a third dwell in houses in good condition; one twentieth live
in excellent housing; three persons in this class group live in non-dwelling
units. Two-thirds of the upper-middle class individuals live in houses in
good condition; the remaining third make their homes in medium housing sit¬
uations .
In regard to skin color Table 20 indicates that upper-middle class mem¬
bers fall into the following categories: about one-third are dark brown;
less than a fourth are brown; less than one-fifth fall into each of the
TABLE 20
SAMPLE POPULATION, 16 YEARS OF AGE AND OVER, BY










1, Very light 1 2 2 1 6
2, Light h 11 17 20 ii 56
3, Light brown 5 11 ii7 50 7 120
U, Brown 9 31 183 213 39 li75
Dark brown Hi ho 285 iili6 67 852
6, Dark 1 10 61i 12h 25 22li
7. Very dark 3 11 Z 16
Unknown 12 Ui 28ii lill 56 801;
Total U6 liOi 885 1277 201 2553
categories of light brovm and lightj one individual is rated as very light
and one person is listed as dark. Of the lower-middle class individuals,
about one-fifth are brown; more than a fourth are dark brown, and less than
a tenth fall into each of these categories—light, light brown, and dark.
Almost a third of the upper-lower class persons are dark brown; over one-
fifth are brown; approximately five-tenths of one per cent are light brown;
less than two- tenths of one per cent are light; only two persons are rated
very light; well under a tenth are dark; three persons are listed as very
dark.
Table 21 shows the sample population by social class and church member¬
ship. Only one-tenth of the upper-middle class belong to a church. Well
over a fourth of the upper-lower class individuals are church members. Over
a third of the lower-lower class persons have church affiliations,
TABLE 21
SA>1PLE POPULATION, l6 YEARS OF AGE AND OVER, BY












No iiO 123 622 806 109 1700
Yes h 20 2^9 U62 63 808
Unknown 2 1 h 9 29 U5
Total U6 Ihh 885 1277 201 2553
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TABLE 22
TYPICAL INDIVIDUALS OF SAI'IPLE POPULATION BY SOCIAL










Education College High School 7th Grade 6th Grade
Source of Income Salary Salary Wages Wages
Monthly Income Over $250 $150-$199 $150-$199 $50-199
Occupation White
collar Skilled Service Service
Dwelling Area Average Average Average Low
House Type Ige-med Lge-med Med-sm Med-sm
House Condition Good Medium Medium Bad
Skin Color Dk, Br, Dk. Br, Dk, Br, Dk, Br,
Church Membership No No No No
By utilizing the I. S, C, it was discovered that there are two major
class groups distinguishable in the sample population. It was further in¬
dicated that within each of these class groups two sub-groups are discern-
able. Summary tables showing the distributions of the population according
to social class and various social characteristics have been presented.
Table 22 shows form each of these social characteristics take in relation
to a given social class level. Thus we see that the upper-middle class
person in otir saitqple is most apt to be a college-trained individual, em¬
ployed in a white collar position, earning a salary of two hundred fifty
dollars or more a month, living in an average dwelling area in a large or
U2
medium-sized house in good condition, a non-chxirch member. We might call
this the "style of living" for this class group.
The lower-middle class individual is most apt to be a high school grad¬
uate, enqjloyed in a skilled trade, earning a salary of from one hundred
fifty to one hundred ninety-nine dollars a month, living in an average dwell¬
ing area in a large or medium-sized house in medium condition, without church
affiliation. The upper-lower class person is generally employed as a ser¬
vice worker, has a seventh grade education, earns wages of from one hundred
fifty to one hundred ninety-nine dollars per month, lives in an average
dwelling area in a medium or small-sized house in medium condition, is not
a church member, A lower-lower class individual usually has no more than
six years of schooling, works in service-oriented jobs, collects from fifty
to ninety-nine dollars a month as wages, lives in a low dwelling area in a
medium or small-sized house in bad condition, is not associated with a
church.
Table 23 shovrs chi-square values and coefficients of contingency^ for
social class and the nine socio-economic factors with which this study had
been concerned. The coefficients or contingency indicate that there is a
very close relationship between social class and occupation and between
social class and source of income. In both cases, C" is *90, There is a
substantial relationship between social class and house type (O’ is ,60);
1
The coefficient of contingency (C) is interpreted as the coefficient
of correlation when corrected (IT), A corrected coefficient of contingency
of over ,70 indicates a substantial close relationship^ one between .UO
and ,70 indicates a substantial relationship; one greater than ,20 but




CHE-SQUARES AND COEFFICIENTS OF CONTINGENCY FOR SOCIAL CLASS AND
SOCIO-ECONOMIC FACTORS FOR SAMPLE POPULATION (2553 NEGROES,










Education 514i.2 11; .001 .1;5 .57
Social Class and
Source of
Income 1215.7 5 .001 .576 .90
Social Class and
Monthly Income 19.2 1 .001 ,100 .16
Social Class and
Occupation 1207.0 5 .001 .573 .90
Social Class and
Dwelling Area 227.0 5 ,001 .237 .37
Social Class and
House Type 692.9 5 .001 .385 .60
Social Class and
House Condition 209.6 1 ,001 .286 .U5
Social Class and
Skin Color 13.8 1 ,001 .095 .15
Social Class and
Church Member¬
ship U6.2 1 ,001 .138 .22
and there is a substantial relationship between social class and education
(C is *57)• There is also a substantial relationship between social class
and house condition (C is .l4.5)« Between social class and dwelling area there
is a low relationship (C is *375j and between social class and church
membership there is a low relationship (C is •22), There is a negligible
relationship between social class and monthly inccsne, and social class and
skin color (c is .16 and .15 respectively).
The socio-economic factors which have a very close or substantial rela¬
tionship to social class, as indicated in this study, are source of income,
occupation, house type, education, and house condition. One can infer from
this, then, that these factors have the most predictive value for determin¬
ing class position among the members of the sample population, and, by
implication, the Negro comraiinity of Atlanta, Skin color and monthly income
show a negligible relationship to social class and, therefore, have the
least predictive value for ascertaining class position in this group. Dwell¬
ing area and church membership have some relationship to social class and
have some value in determining class levels, though not much.
CHAPTER IV
SUMMARY
This study has been an attempt to identify, describe, and analyze the
social structiire of the Negro community of Atlanta, Georgia. The follow¬
ing questions have guided the investigation:
1. What are the social characteristics of the Negro community?
2. a. Are there distinguishable and clear-cut strata in the
hierarchy of Negroes living in a southern city?
b. What socio-economic indexes are associated with status
level? Which indexes have the highest predictive value?
The investigation made in connection with this study has shown that the
typical individual of the community in question is most apt to be a married
female between the ages of thirty and thirty-nine. If male, he is in this
same age group. This individual is a wage-earner employed as a service work¬
er. If female, the monthly income ranges from fifty to ninety-nine dollars.
If male, the income is generally from one hundred fifty to one hundred ninety
nine dollars a month. This person has usually completed from four to eight
years of school. This individual makes his home in a low dwelling area in
a medium or small sized house in poor or bad condition. Most often the
person is not affiliated with any church.
Application of the Index of Status Characteristics revealed that there
are four distinguishable class levels in the population under study. They
are: upper-middle, lower-middle, upper-lower, lower-lower. These strata
are noticeably more definite and clear-cut in some areas than in others.
Social class lines are most definitely drawn in reference to source of
income and occupation. Class lines are also definitely drawn in reference
to house type and education, though not so much so as in the cases of
source of income and occupation. House condition and dwelling area are
U6
factors in determining class position, but to a lesser degree than house
type and education. These findings do not coincide with components of the
Index of Status Characteristics which are source of income, occupation,
house type and dwelling area.^ In this instance education has more predic¬
tive value than dwelling area which is a standard index of class level.
Church membership is shown to have little relationship to social class.
Amount of income has almost no bearing upon social class in this instance.
Skin color, so often believed to be one of the major criteria in the deter-
mination of social class level among Negroes bears the smallest relation¬
ship to social class of all the factors under consideration during this
study.
The results of this study seem to indicate that further study of strati¬
fication in Negro communities is needed in an attempt to discover princi¬
ples applicable to all groups of this kind. Such studies to date have been
revealing and interesting, it is true, but the advance in theoretical know¬
ledge has not nearly kept pace with acquaintance with specific instances.
There is, however, an alternative viewpoint in relation to the findings of
of this thesis. One might consider that life in general and life in Negro
communities, in particular, is in such a constant state of flux that condi¬
tions alter themselves more rapidly than studies can be made and conclusions
reached.
1
Warner, et al.. Social Class in America.
2
See Davis, et al.. op. cit., and Drake and Cayton, op. cit.
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Atlanta University-Department of Sociology
itervie'wer_
1. Name









6 Relation to head-
(NM, M, D, Sep., W)
7. Highest grade of school attended—
Was grade finished?- -In school now?-
8. Place of birth- -Farni-
(where parents lived: city or county, and state)
9. Where living, Jan. 1, 1950_ -Fami-
(if same house note “here”)
-Non-Farm
JNon-Farm-
0. WHEN DID YOU MOVE TO YOUR PRESENT ADDRESS?
(month and year)1.WHERE DID YOU LIVE JUST BEFORE MOVING TO THIS ADDRESS?
(address if in Atlanta. If not in Atlanta leave dash and answer No. 13.)
2. WHEN DID YOU MOVE TO ATLANTA?
(last move into city if ever lived outside Atlanta. Give month and year.)
(For persons under 12 yearjj check 26 but do not ask the remainder)
3. PLACE LIVING JUST BEFORE MOVING TO ATLANTA Farm Non-Farm
(city or county, and state)
4. WHERE DO YOU WORK? —
(type of industry. If a domestic, give general location of employer(s).)
5. WHAT IS YOUR JOB THERE?
(give exact description. If not working, give last job.)
6. (If not working) ARE YOU LOOKING FOR WORK?
7. HOW MUCH DO YOU MAKE A WEEK DOING THIS KIND OF WORK? $ (or) A MONTH? $—
(estimate average income when it varies from time to time)
8. Average income from other sources each week
(or) each month
(show amount and source)9.DO YOU OWN AN AUTOMOBILE? (if so) WHAT MAKE AND YEAR?
0. WHAT ORGANIZATIONS, LODGES, FRATERNITIES, CLUBS, OR OTHER ASSOCIATIONS DO YOU BE¬
LONG TO? 21. HOW OFTEN DO YOU ATTEND?
2. WHAT CHURCH IN ATLANTA DO YOU BELONG TO?
3. (if none) WHAT CHURCH IN ATLANTA DO YOU GO TO MOST?
4. HOW MANY TIMES A MONTH DO YOU ATTEND THIS CHURCH? (0) (1) (2) (3) (4)
5. Household: Number of rooms Electricity Inside running water
Inside bath Flush toilet ^Television Telephone Condition
Monthly rent $ Utilities $ Furnished Built since ’46
6. SkC: W VL YO LBT DB VDB EB.
HT BA ^Occ SI TSC
Rt KH .SkC Est. of SC
7 nirt VOTT TAKE THE SCREENTEST? Yes Serial Number
8. WHERE WERE YOU LIVING WHEN YOU TOOK IT?























SS I DU 1□□1 PN □□
Address: Census Tract














When moved: Quarter □ Year
Where lived before: Census tract






26. Sk. C. EH
14.-15. Class of worker, and occupation and industry:
□ □□□ □□□-- -
Not working and looking for work a






















Monthly income from job
Other source
Automobile make and year
Household: Number of rooms I I Electricity I I Inside running water .66-68
Inside bath □ Flush toilet I I Television I 1 69-71
Telephone □ Condition EH
Take screentest? I I
72-73
74-80
53
